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Of note:

The 
Plaid 
Rabbit

BY LESLIE KLIPSCH

Perhaps I’m old-fashioned, but I love a 

heartfelt letter, crafted by hand. Writing a 

letter is a creative act. It’s time spent. It’s a cup 

of coffee and a studied focus on the recipient.

And to receive a letter! How wonderful 

to approach the mailbox expecting noth-

ing but bills and political mailings, only to 

find a thoughtful missive from a loved one. 

The envelope carries emotion and it begs to 

be savored.

“You’re not going to save an email. 

And we tend to be more abbreviated and 

less thoughtful in electronic communica-

tions,” says Jennifer Chen, owner of the 

Davenport stationery and gift store, The 

Plaid Rabbit, when I asked her about letter 

writing in the digital age. “If you sit down to 

write something, you put more thought into 

Leslie Klipsch
Jennifer Chen is the owner of The Plaid Rabbit,  
a stationery store located in Davenport.
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it. You touch the paper. The recipient touches 

the paper. It’s meaningful.”

Many appreciate that the holidays offer 

an occasion to check in with friends and fam-

ily by sending a greeting through the mail. 

“People still like to send cards, even though 

they’ve changed a bit,” said Ms. Chen. “Now 

with digital photo Christmas cards, we have 

the opportunity to share photos of our kids 

and families. It’s a holiday greeting and a 

way to stay in touch at least once a year.”

The Plaid Rabbit offers a variety of 

lovely holiday cards, plus professional, per-

sonalized service to ensure that your note 

Leslie Klipsch
The Plaid Rabbit is also home 
to Cynfully Fun Furniture. 
Venture to the back of the 
store and you’ll find a dis-
play of tastefully upcycled 
furniture reclaimed by local 
craftswoman Cynthia Weeks, 
who also does custom work. 
Several of the handsome 
display cases at The Plaid 
Rabbit were also fashioned 
by Ms. Weeks. Cynfully Fun 
Furniture was featured in The 
Gold Standard in April.
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Eye Surgeons Associates welcomes Martin O’Malley, M.D., 
cataract specialist, to provide surgical treatment for cataracts and 
comprehensive ophthalmology services.

Dr. O’Malley is Board Certified with the American Board of 
Ophthalmology and a member of the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology.

For an appointment, please call (563) 323-2020 or (309) 793-2020.

Now Accepting 
Eye Care Patients
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communicates your affection. The small shop 

also eliminates the sometimes-overwhelming 

process of wading through hundreds of do-it-

yourself designs many popular online printers 

offer. Customers can simply communicate 

with Ms. Chen, email a photo(s), and she and 

her team will do the work, at a price competi-

tive with online printers.

A custom-printed card will likely have 

room for a short note and signature, some-

thing that Ms. Chen encourages her clients 

(who range from brides to party hosts to 

holiday well-wishers) to embrace. “It’s nice 

to touch a pen to the paper. It’s nice for your 

guests or recipients to receive something 

touched by your hand,” she said.

Like many of us, Ms. Chen has fond 

recollections of receiving and writing letters 

throughout her lifetime. She has saved let-

ters she received from her father while she 

was in college, and those from her sister, 

who sent mail often from her late-’80s Peace 

Corps post in Tunisia. Ms. Chen has likewise 

penned many notes to her three daughters 

and continues to value the art today.

With the selection of paper and custom 

products, along with talk of a letter-writing 

campaign that Ms. Chen is planning for her 

pleasant shop, one is assured that the deliber-

ate and age-old act of written correspondence 

will last through this season and beyond.

Ms. Chen’s favorites
The Plaid Rabbit is home to more than 

stationery. In fact, it’s filled with thought-

ful gifts suitable for almost any occasion. 

Help Leslie decide on her family Christmas card! 
“Like” her Leslie Klipsch Facebook page and vote 
for your favorite! Leave a comment by Nov. 20. 
(Card designs by Jennifer Chen at The Plaid 
Rabbit; photos by Jennie Peakin Photography.)
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With over 40 years of experience in 
antiques and estate sales, Dick Taber 
is the Quad-Cities’ leader in estate and 
moving sales. Specializing in elite listings, 
Dick Taber Estate Sales continues to 
deliver exceptional experiences for clients 
in Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois.

www.dicktaberestatesales.com
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Please come for two special services:

Celebrating Veteran’s Day
Sunday, November 9 at 9:00 a.m.

Celebrating Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 27 at 10:00 a.m.

All Saints Episcopal Church 2420 41st, Moline, IL

309.797.2515 www.allsaintsqc.org

“There is nothing here that I wouldn’t want 

in my own house. That’s the bottom line,” 

said Ms. Chen of the shop’s inventory. (After 

browsing The Plaid Rabbit, one imagines 

Ms. Chen’s home to be in great taste.) She 

especially loves the Scout line — the brightly 

colored totes, backpacks, and bags come in 

a variety of shapes, sizes, and patterns and 

can be monogrammed for a personalized 

gift. Another favorite is the Crane & Co. 

Stationery. “It’s one of very few company’s 

who still uses cotton paper,” she said of 

the line. “The craftsmanship is amazing. 

Everyone should have a set of Crane notes … 

they’re beautiful.”

My favorites
I love paper. A well-designed invitation, 

a smart stack of notecards, crisp, weighty sta-

tionery with a matching envelope, each thrill 

me in their beauty as well as their intention. 

The Plaid Rabbit has a variety of fun and 

interesting items that would match nearly any 

occasion. I love the attractive Kate Spade sta-

tionery, which includes notepads, cards, plan-

ners, and even napkins, and get a kick out of 

The Bard’s Cards — all-occasion greeting 

cards that feature timeless Shakespearean 

wisdom and light-hearted illustrations.

The Details
The Plaid Rabbit is located at 1018 

Mound St. in the Village of East Davenport 

and is open 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Tuesdays 

through Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays 

and Saturdays, or by appointment. Find 

out more about The Plaid Rabbit online at 

villageplaidrabbit.com or follow the shop on 

Facebook (facebook.com/VillagePlaidRabbit) 

and Twitter (@ThePlaidRabbit1).

Each month in The Gold 
Standard, Leslie Klipsch, a free-
lance writer and editor based in 
Davenport, shines a spotlight 
on the gems of the Quad-
Cities area — for Gold Book 
readers. She enjoys reading, 
cooking, spending time with 
her husband and three young 
children and exploring all that 
the Quad-Cities has to offer. 
Read more of Leslie at leslieklipsch.com.
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Thursday, November 20, 2014
5:30 - 9:00 pm at CASI

1035 West Kimberly Road, Davenport

Fabulous Food & Drink,
Raffle, Silent Auction, Hat Contest,

Necker’s Diamond Derby, 
and so much more...

Tickets: $35 in Advance • $40 at the Door

Purchase your tickets NOW at
HatBash.com or call 563.386.7477

Advance tickets STRONGLY recommended
Hats are FUN but optional.

Can’t attend but want to donate?
Visit HatBash.com or call 563.386.7477

Join the Fun and 
Support Area Seniors!

Party with a Purpose at the

h d N b 20 201

Party with a Purpose at the

Holiday
Hat Bash
Holiday

Quad City Times • WHBF • Mix 96

Sponsored by: Gold Book

enior
ECRET
antaS

All Year Long!

Senior Secret Santa starts 
December 2 at Walgreens. Scan 
a tag and your cash donation will 
help fund holiday gifts and senior 

services all year long!


