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Beautiful baubles in the Village of East Davenport

3 Gypsies Designs

Photos by Leslie Klipsch
Desiree Border uses her torch to carefully melt glass in the small workspace at her shop.

By LESLiE KLiPSch

Artist Desiree Border discovered a passion for jewelry and design as an 

8-year-old girl when her stepfather, an auctioneer, gave her a box of beads 

and shells that was left after an auction. After using its content to create her 

first lot of jewelry, a lifelong love ensued. Today Ms. Border owns 3 Gypsies 

Designs, a boutique in the Village of East Davenport, where she creates and sells 

her lovely handmade glass beads and her stunning jewelry.

After several years of selling her unique handcrafted beads to bead shops 

around the country and her jewelry at Quad-Cities venues such as the Freight 

House Farmers’ Market and the Beaux Arts Fair, Ms. Border set up shop at 

Bucktown Center for the Arts where she maintained her studio and store for 

seven years. Last September she moved to the Village of East Davenport 

where she is enjoying the pleasant neighborhood and the steady foot traffic.
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Contact us for more information
www.TM.org • QuadCities@TM.org • 563-823-5677

Transcendental Meditation®

Health and vitallity from within yourself, naturally
Scientifically verified for 40 years to relieve stress and promote creativity, health, emotional 

strength and spiritual appreciation.
Clinical trials have shown that lower blood pressure through Transcendental Meditation 

practice is associated with significantly lower rates of death, heart attack and stroke. - See 
American Heart Association journals Circulation, November 13, 2012 and 

Hypertension, 61:00, April 2013.
Free Introductory Presentation: Saturday, Sept. 21, 11am

Moline Public Library- 3210 41st Street

©2013 Maharishi Foundation USA, a nonprofit educational organization. Transcendental Meditation® and TM® are protected trademarks.

True Grits: 
(Everything you never knew you 
wanted to know about Hominy). 

FOOD TASTING EVENT!  

Thursday, September 26th at 6:00 pm. 
Introducing:

Shrimp & Grits,
Polenta with Sautéed Shrimp Fra Diavolo 

 
Call 309-762-8336 to reserve!
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If you visit 3 Gypsies Designs, you’ll find 

a fetching selection of gorgeous necklaces, 

attractive earrings, and both daring and dainty 

bracelets tastefully displayed on the walls of 

the jewel box-shaped shop. Beyond her exten-

sive in-store selection, a portion of the jewelry 

and accessories that Ms. Border creates are 

custom orders. For instance, she has helped put 

a unique touch on the wedding days of many 

Quad-Cities brides by creating jewelry and 

hairpieces for both brides and bridesmaids.

Other times, her custom orders are more 

straight forward. “Sometimes customers will 

ask me to create pieces based on the designs 

I have available in the store. Perhaps they 

love the style but want a different color or a 

different length. I’m happy to accommodate 

them,” she says as she moves merrily about 

the small shop petting her tiny chihuahua, 

Valentina, examining shiny beads and color-

ful ribbons, and preparing materials for the 

multitude of projects she says are currently 

waiting to be formed.

Though most of her shop is devoted to 

jewelry, Ms. Border also crochets adorable 

hats and scarves. She typically does not use 

a pattern, but rather creates as she crochets, 

using a variety of fabrics of varying textures 

like linen, cotton, rayon and Italian nylon. 

Mixing textures, she says, makes for a visu-

ally interesting finished product. “In all of 

my work,” she says practically, “I like for 

things to be artistic, creative and unique. But 

I also want it to be wearable. I want my art to 

be out there in the world.”

On a recent visit to 3 Gypsies Designs, 

Top: Ms. Border is constantly creating new designs, very few pieces displayed in her shop are alike. 
Bottom left: 3 Gypsies Designs also features creations by local artist Jean Lac. Bottom right: Each 
glass bead that makes up Ms. Border’s jewelry is individually handmade.

Inflatable Rides • Kiddy Train • Petting Zoo
Hay Bale Maze • Pumpkin Painting
Arts & Crafts Show • Food Vendors

Entertainment • Games
Plus Much More!

Beer Gardens with Bands
Johnnie’s Tap & Denny O’s

FREE EVENT
Early American Crafters 

@ Heritage Canyon
October 5 & 6, 2013 10am to 4pm

$2/Adult and $1/Child

Fulton’s Fall FestivalFulton’s Fall FestivalFulton s Fall FestivalFulton s Fall FestivalFulton s Fall FestivalFulton s Fall FestivaFulton s Fall FestivalFulton s Fall Festival
“Along The Lincoln Highway”

Saturday, October 5, 2013 
10am to 4pm

Downtown Fulton

Fulton Chamber of Commerce
For more information, visit 

www.cityoffulton.us 
or call 815-589-4545.

Dick
Taber

Moving
&

Estate Sales

(563) 650-8823
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Ms. Border fired up her torch in the small 

work space at the back of her shop where she 

melts and shapes Italian glass at over 2,000 

degrees Fahrenheit and showed me a bit of 

her artistic process. 

“Isn’t it beautiful?” she asks me after a 

few moments of concentration, holding up a 

shiny blue bead with two additional layers of 

texture and color that will eventually become 

part of an elaborate, yet wearable, piece of 

jewelry. Examining the result — the colors, the 

shape, the remarkable detail on such a smooth, 

tiny surface — I enthusiastically agree. 

Ms. Border’s favorites
Ms. Border loves the dainty leaves that 

she has flat pressed and shaped out of yellow, 

orange, and golden glass and strung together 

to make a bright, sunny variegated sunflower 

petal necklace featuring a copper leaf clasp 

($138). She loves the look and feel of the 

leaf-shaped glass and is at work making 

another necklace for fall, this time using rich 

autumn hues. “I may make one or two more 

using the same shapes or patterns,” she says 

of the design, “but then I’ll start to feel a bit 

bored and need to move on to another style.” 

This, one can assume, is a tendency that 

keeps her work fresh and inimitable.

My favorites
I couldn’t take my eyes off a burnt-orange 

necklace and earring set that Ms. Border cre-

ated using fire opal Swarovski crystal on gold, 

hand-linked wire ($240). Complicated tiers of 

the sparkling beads created an interesting, well-

balanced look that anyone would feel glamor-

ous wearing this fall. I also admired several 

pairs of earrings made from contemporary 

cloisonné glass enamel and metal ($27). The 

muted colors and pretty patterns were delicate 

and sweet.

Why you should go
Month after month, I am struck by the 

depth of talent and creativity that is present 

here in the Quad-Cities. Like all of the local 

treasures featured in this column, 3 Gypsies 

Designs offers a unique, high-quality product 

created by a talented resident artisan.

When you should go
The charming 3 Gypsies Designs is 

located at 1018 Mound St., Davenport. 

Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through 

Saturday. Find 3 Gypsies Designs on Facebook 

or call 563-340-6975 for more information.

Each month in The Gold 
Standard, Leslie Klipsch, a 
freelance writer and editor 
based in Davenport, shines a 
spotlight on the gems of the 
Quad-cities area — for Gold 
Book readers. She enjoys 
reading, cooking, spend-
ing time with her husband 
and three young children 
and exploring all that the 
Quad-cities has to offer.


